BEYOND THE BRAIN REGISTRATION FORM
Canterbury, August 21st - 23rd, 2009
Please send to:
Conference Administrator, Scientific and Medical Network, PO Box 11,
Moreton-in-Marsh, Glos GL56 0ZF. Tel: +44 (0) 1608 652000,
Fax: +44 (0)1608 652001, Email: info@scimednet.org

THE ORGANISERS
The Scientific and Medical Network was founded in 1973
by George Blaker, Dr. Patrick Shackleton, Dr. Peter Leggett
and Sir Kelvin Spencer. The founders believed that neither
orthodox religion nor conventional science was sufficient
to answer pressing questions about human existence and
the cosmos, and that new ways of thinking were needed.

PLEASE WRITE IN BLOCK CAPITALS
Name
Address
Telephone
Email
Accommodation Both single and en suite rooms are available. Please indicate below if you
require special accommodation considerations due to a physical disability.
Fees Fees include accommodation (for residential delegates), lecture programme, and all meals.
They are payable in full on booking. Vegetarian meals are provided. A limited number of
bursaries are available. Please apply in writing to the office, explaining your circumstances.
Cancellations A fee of £20 will be retained, or £75 after 7th August; after 17th August, no
refund.
Booking Please send cheque for full amount, payable to “Scientific and Medical Network”.
Overseas bookings must be in sterling: either credit card or bank draft. WE CANNOT
GUARANTEE BOOKINGS MADE AFTER 17th AUGUST. Detailed information about the venue
will be sent with the booking confirmation.
POSTERS: Please note that the cost for presenting a poster display is £25.00, payable upon
acceptance.

CONFERENCE OPTIONS
SMN Members:

Are you physically disabled? If so, please give details

The Network provides interdisciplinary education
exploring the frontiers of science, consciousness and
spirituality. It draws on a worldwide community of
scientists, doctors, psychologists, engineers, philosophers
and theologians to provide events, publications, and
courses that link insights from the spiritual traditions and
the arts, with the study and application of science and
medicine.
The Network assumes that there are many ways of
knowing the world and ourselves, of which science is just
one, albeit one highly effective and reliable, way of
gaining knowledge. In order to do justice to the full
spectrum of human experience and the complexity of the
cosmos, it encourages dialogue and interaction between
the spiritual, the scientific, the philosophical and the arts
in open-minded enquiry. See www.scimednet.org

Residential en suite................................. £255.00
Residential standard ............................... £215.00
Non-residential ....................................... £155.00

How did you hear about the conference?

Non-Members
Residential en suite................................. £270.00
Residential standard ............................... £230.00
Non-residential ....................................... £170.00

MEALS – are you?
Vegetarian

Vegan

Special requests (dietary etc.):

Please send me a joining form and another
leaflet so that I can enrol at the Members’ rate
PAYMENT OPTION
Cheque/Bank Draft/Money Order (payable to
“Scientific and Medical Network”)

Card No.:
Expires:

Credit card (VISA or MasterCard)
Signature:
Company limited by guarantee, registered No. 4544694 England
Registered charity No. 1101171 UK

Security Code

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRISTS SPIRITUALITY AND
PSYCHIATRY SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP
The Spirituality and Psychiatry Special Interest Group was
founded in 1999 to provide a forum for psychiatrists to
explore the influence of the major religions, which shape
the cultural values and aspirations of psychiatrist and
patient alike. The spiritual aspirations of persons not
identifying with any one particular faith are held to be of
no less importance, as well as the viewpoint of those who
hold that spirituality is independent of religion. The
meetings are designed to enable colleagues to investigate
and share without fear of censure the relevance of
spirituality to clinical practice. The Group now has over
2,000 members. See www.rcpsych.ac.uk/college.special
interestgroups/spirituality.aspx

Beyond the Brain VIII returns to the theme of consciousness and death by asking
what elements of the self might survive, on the basis that death is the gateway or
transition from physical reality to another dimension. This will involve looking at the
implications of near-death experiences with Bruce Greyson, the dying process more
generally with Peter Fenwick, the evidence for the survival with David Fontana and
insights from Instrumental Trans Communication with Anabela Cardoso. Andrew
Powell will ask what we can learn from ‘past life memory’ to help us understand the
self, and Betty Kovàcs will share her unique experiences following the deaths of her
son and husband. We are sure that these presentations will produce a rich texture of
experience and insight in a spirit of open exploration. Space will be available for
poster displays relevant to the subject of the conference. Abstracts should be sent to
Claudia Nielsen at claudia@cnielsen.eu by 10th July (see also booking form section
on posters). We greatly look forward to welcoming you to Canterbury.

Self and Death – What Survives?
Speakers and Programme
FRIDAY 21st AUGUST
The evening will begin with a wine
reception, followed by dinner. Afterwards
David Lorimer will introduce the conference
and the speakers.
David Lorimer is Programme
Director of the Scientific and
Medical Network and Executive
Vice-President of Wrekin Trust.
His edited books include
Thinking Beyond the Brain and Science,
Consciousness and Ultimate Reality and his
book on the Prince of Wales’s philosophy
and work - Radical Prince – has been
translated into French, Spanish and Dutch.
SATURDAY 22nd AUGUST
Prof. Bruce Greyson – NDEs
and Survival: Mapping the
Territory
Near-death experiences (NDEs), profound
events that sometimes occur on the
threshold of death, may contribute to our
understanding of the mind/body
relationship and to the question of whether
we survive bodily death. There are
legitimate philosophical arguments for and
against the survival hypothesis and for and
against the relevance of NDEs to this
question. However, the survival hypothesis
is amenable to empirical testing by scientific
methods, and NDEs present empirical data
that may bear on the question of survival,
including enhanced mental function in the

absence of brain function, accurate out ofbody perception, and apparent
communications from deceased persons.
Bruce Greyson, M.D., is the Chester F.
Carlson Professor of Psychiatry &
Neurobehavioral Sciences and Director of
the Division of Perceptual Studies at the
University of Virginia. He was a founder
and Past President of the International
Association for Near-Death Studies, and for
the past 26 years has edited the Journal of
Near-Death Studies. He has held faculty
appointments in psychiatry at the University
of Michigan and the University of
Connecticut, where he was Clinical Chief of
Psychiatry, before returning to the
University of Virginia, where he has
practised and taught psychiatry and carried
out research since 1995. His research for
the past three decades has focused on neardeath experiences and has resulted in more
than 80 presentations to national scientific
conferences, more than 100 publications in
academic medical and psychological
journals, three edited books, and several
research grants and awards.
Dr. Peter Fenwick - Death, a
Journey to Elsewhere – Who is
the Traveller?
Our recent research into end of
life experiences suggests that
dying is not simply a physical
shutting down of the body. It suggests that
deathbed visions are an important part of

the dying process and are seen by the dying
in the last three or four weeks, and most
often just before death. Visits by the dying
person to someone they are close to deathbed coincidences - are also commonly
reported, though the form they take
depends on the mental state of the
recipient. Other phenomena include shapes
seen leaving the body or light surrounding
it, and bells, alarms and TVs malfunctioning.
Clocks stop, and animals behave strangely.
The language of the dying seems to suggest
not death, but a journey to some other
destination. Those who have a preview of
where they are going describe an area full
of love, light and compassion.
Dr. Peter Fenwick is an Emeritus consultant
neuropsychiatrist at the Maudsley Hospital,
where he ran the Epilepsy/Neuropsychiatry
Unit for 15 years. He was educated at Trinity
College Cambridge and qualified at St.
Thomas’s Hospital. He has held consultant
posts at the Radcliffe Infirmary, and at
Broadmoor Special Hospital. He now holds
Honorary Appointments as a Senior Lecturer
in neuropsychiatry at Kings College Institute
of Psychiatry and Southampton University
Department of Neuropsychiatry. He has
recently been researching into MEG brain
activity at the Neurosciences Institute at
Riken, Tokyo, Japan. He is a specialist in sleep
disorders and has a medico-legal practice
which is particularly concerned with
automatism and the law. He has for a long
time had an interest in the nature of
consciousness, mystical states, near-death
experiences and more recently has been
researching, in hospices and nursing homes,
into the nature of end of life experiences.
He is President of the Scientific and
Medical Network and of the Horizon
Foundation.
Dr. Andrew Powell – ‘Past-Life’
Memory – a Key to
Understanding the Self
The concept of how the ‘self’
develops, engages with the
external world and constructs an inner
world of meaning, lies at the heart of
psychotherapy. Yet orthodox theories of the
mind confine us to the immediate compass
of cradle to grave, leaving profound
questions of meaning and purpose
unanswered. Many of us, sensing that we
have embarked on an odyssey far greater
than that afforded by this one life, seek to

know more of the grand design. What kind
of self is this that endures and what is its
quest? Altered states of consciousness lift
the veil between this world and realms
beyond, where we find ourselves engaged
in an extraordinary journey of self-discovery.
Past, present and future weave the events
of this life into a greater whole to which
each of us makes our unique contribution.
Such knowledge holds the key not only to
the self but also to the future peace of
humanity.
Dr. Andrew Powell holds a longstanding
interest in soul-centred therapies. Andrew
specialised in psychiatry and psychotherapy
at the Maudsley Hospital, London and was
Consultant and Senior Lecturer at St.
George’s Hospital, London before moving to
Oxford, where he continued to work in the
National Health Service until 2000. A former
member of Council of the Scientific and
Medical Network, Andrew is the Founding
Chair of the Spirituality and Psychiatry
Special Interest Group of the Royal College
of Psychiatrists, with a current membership
of around 2000 psychiatrists
(www.rcpsych.ac.uk/spirit). He is co-author
with Dr. Bisong Guo, of Listen to your Body
– the Wisdom of the Dao and his recent
publications on spirituality and health can
be found at www.rcpsych.ac.uk/college/sig/
spirit/publications/index.htm
Prof. Betty Kovacs –
Experiencing the Mystery of
Death – and Life
During a three-year period Dr.
Betty Kovàcs experienced the
deaths of her mother, her only
child, and her husband in separate
automobile accidents. The precognitive
dreams, synchronistic events and waking
visions surrounding these deaths opened
them to other dimensions of reality. After
her son’s death, she and her husband had
many deeply personal experiences with their
son but always within the context of his
larger creating Self. He reminded them that
birth and death are events in time and space,
that there is nothing but Life and that the
healing of ourselves and the earth depends
on our awakening to this great mystery.
Betty J. Kovàcs received her Ph.D. from the
University of California, Irvine, in
Comparative Literature and Theory of
Symbolic Language. She is Professor
Emerita, Pasadena City College, Pasadena,

California. Dr. Kovàcs has studied the
spiritual traditions of prehistory and
indigenous cultures and has worked with
shamans from the Amazon and the Andes in
Peru. She has served many years on the
Board of Directors of the Jung Society of
Claremont in California. Dr. Kovàcs is author
of The Miracle of Death and ‘Journey of the
Mothers’ in Earthwalking Sky Dancers.
Recent seminar series include Deeper Orders
of Reality: Creating Our Future and The
Feminine Dimension of the Divine www.kamlak.com
SUNDAY 23rd AUGUST
Dr. Anabela Cardoso - Are ITC
Phenomena Evidence of
Survival of Physical Death?
The author begins with a brief
account of ITC history paying
tribute to the pioneers, Friedrich Jürgenson
and Dr. Konstantin Raudive and playing
examples of their communications. In 1997
Dr. Cardoso began experimenting in ITC with
three friends. After two months they had
their first EVP reply. Two months later,
during a solo EVP experiment, she received a
reply directly from the loudspeaker of a
radio tuned, as usual, to ‘white noise’ in the
SW band. Her exceptional experience of
Direct Radio Voices (DRV) had begun. From
then she has regularly received lengthy
communications by DRV that sometimes
allow for dialogues with the invisible
communicators. She includes examples of
her contacts and will analyse the most
meaningful content.
A Portuguese career diplomat since 1976, Dr.
Anabela Cardoso was the first woman to
hold a diplomatic post outside her country
with postings in India, Japan, Portugal,
Spain and France. Dr. Cardoso’s longstanding interest in questions related to life
and death led her to start experimenting
with ITC. The quantity and quality of her
results, obtained under controlled conditions
both through the EVP (Electronic Voice
Phenomena) and the DRV (Direct Radio
Voices) methods, have convinced her, in spite
of the sensitivity of her professional
position, to place them in the public
domain. In 2000 Dr. Cardoso founded the
ITC Journal, of which she remains Editor-inChief. Her command of many European
languages has allowed her to identify
similarities, correlations and contradictions
between the major research findings

published across Europe and the rest of the
world. In 2005 Dr. Cardoso founded the ITC
Journal Research Centre, in Galicia, Spain
where she currently lives.

Prof. David Fontana – What
Survives in the Afterlife and
what might Survival be like?
Extensive evidence has been
published over the last century
and a quarter on survival of physical death,
but less attention has been given to the
associated questions, namely what aspects of
the individual’s consciousness and personality
may survive, and what might the afterlife be
like? However, experiences such as deathbed
visions (by the dying and by those at their
bedside), Near-Death Experiences, Out of the
Body Experiences, apparitions, reports by
mental and physical mediums of contact with
the deceased, and the teachings of the
spiritual and mystical traditions do in fact
provide us with a wealth of information that
can help us answer these questions.
David Fontana, Ph.D., was formerly
Distinguished Visiting Fellow at Cardiff
University and is currently Visiting Professor
of Transpersonal Psychology at Liverpool John
Moores University. He is a Fellow of the
British Psychological Society and the author
of 42 books on psychology and on such topics
as dreams, meditation, and personal and
spiritual development. His books have been
translated into 26 languages, and include
bestselling titles such as The Meditator’s
Handbook, The Secret Language of Symbols,
Psychology, Religion and Spirituality, and Is
There an Afterlife? (a joint winner of the
Scientific and Medical Network Book Prize).
His most recent book, Beyond Death, which
looks at the nature of a possible afterlife, is
currently in press. He is a Former President of
the Society for Psychical Research, and
currently serves as a Vice President and as
Chair of the Society’s Survival Research
Committee. He was
instrumental in
founding the
Transpersonal
Psychology Section
of the British Psychological
Society, and is the Section’s
Foundation Chair.

